
FELINE DECLAWING 

Onychectomy, popularly known as declawing, is a widely practiced but ethically controversial procedure that is not 

medically necessary according to the American veterinary community.  

This operation consists of the surgically remove of an animal's claws by means of the amputation of the third phalanx, 
or the last bone of the animal's toes. Because the claw develops from germinal tissue within the third phalanx, 

amputation of the bone is necessary to fully remove the claw. 

This surgery requires your pet to spend the night after the procedure at the clinic. A bandage is placed on each foot 

that surgery was performed on. Later the evening of surgery we will remove these bandages and observe for signs of 
swelling or bruising. We will provide pain relief before, during, and after surgery. You will be required to use paper 

litter for 7-10 days while your cat’s feet heal.  

The healing process varies from animal to animal but the older and heavier the cat is, the more chance of 

complications there will be.  

 Reported medical complications include: pain, hemorrhage, laceration of paw pads, swelling, reluctance to bear 

weight on affected limb, nerve damage, infection, abscess, tissue necrosis, wound dehiscence, incomplete healing, 

claw regrowth (if 3rd phalanx is not removed), chronic draining tracts, self-mutilation, dermatitis, lethargy, chronic 
intermittent lameness, chronic pain syndrome, and cystitis (stress-associated bladder inflammation). Behavior changes 

such as inappropriate urination and aggression have also been reported.  

Non-Surgical Alternatives to Declawing 

An effective non-surgical alternative to declawing is the application of vinyl nail caps (marketed in the US under 

brand names such as Soft Paws and Soft Claws, which are affixed to the claws with nontoxic glue, requiring periodic 

replacement when the cat sheds its claw sheaths (usually every four to six weeks, depending on the cat's scratching 

habits).  

Other alternatives include regular nail trimming; directing scratching behavior to inexpensive cardboard scratchers or 
scratching posts, or emery scratching pads that dull the claws; rotary sanding devices (Dremel, Pedi-Paws); covering 

furniture or using double-sided sticky tape or sheets such as Sticky Paws; remote aversive devices such as Scat Mats; 

or acceptance of cats' scratching behavior.  

There are synthetic facial pheromone sprays and/or diffusers that can help relieve anxiety and stress.  

Training a cat to use a scratching post: 

Scratching is a natural behavior of the cat which makes it very difficult to modify. The usual goal is to transfer the 
cat’s scratching instinct to an apprpriate object, like a scratching post. It is virtually impossible to control the desire to 

scratch completely. In general, this kind of training requires a great deal of time at home. The following are training 

tips: 

1. Cats seem to prefer to scratch upholstery with a vertical drag to the fabric. 

2. Furniture can be made unacceptable by using plastic or even aluminum foil to 
cover the target pieces. Spray-on antiperspirants can be sprayed on the furniture 

as a repellant also double sided sticky tape can be used as a deterrent.  

3. Treats or catnip can be used to attract the cat to the scratching post. 
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